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The Least Developed Countries (LDCs), Landlocked
Developing Countries (LLDCs), Small Island Developing
States (SIDS), and the Global South at large have
contributed the least to global greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions and yet are burdened with being the most
vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. LDCs have
contributed just 1.1% of total global emissions, and yet
over the past 50 years, 69% of all deaths from climate-
related disasters have occurred within these countries.
The impacts they bear include, but are not limited to,
rising sea levels, flooding, drought, and other extreme
Such
circumstances exacerbate their preexisting challenges

weather events. shocks and precarious
and push them further into poverty, hunger, disease,
and instability. By 2030, more than 130 million people in
developing nations will fall into extreme poverty as a
This

jeopardizes hard-won progress in these countries built

direct result of climate change impacts.

over decades of development work.

Nepal is a landlocked mountainous country with difficult
terrain, poor infrastructure, and as a Least Developed
Country, it has tremendous preexisting challenges in
governance and resilience. As of 2022, Nepal's net
contribution to carbon emissions only accounted for
0.04% of the global total. Despite this, Nepal has to
bear the burden of being one of the most climate-
vulnerable countries in the world, ranked 10th out of 180
nations, according to the Global Climate Risk Index
2021. A World Bank report warns that Nepal could lose
up to 2.2 % of its annual GDP by 2050 due to climate-
related impacts. These impacts are pervasive and are
increasing in intensity and frequency. Climate change
induced disasters, glacial lake outburst floods (GLOFs),
erratic weather patterns, and extreme temperatures
directly affect agriculture, livelihoods, health, and
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biodiversity, and indirectly affect all other sectors,
posing a challenge to everything from the nation's
economy to its governance.

On 16th August 2024, a devastating outburst flood from
Thyanbo glacial lake struck Thame, a small village in the
Khumbu region of Nepal, home to 45 households. An
initial assessment by local authorities of the damage in
Thame shows 14 properties have been destroyed,
including one school, one health post, five hotels, and
seven homes. For a community as small as Thame, this is
an existential crisis that could wipe out their entire
community, displacing and scattering all of its
remaining inhabitants. This story is all too familiar across
the various regions of Nepal, where climate change has
induced fires, flooding, landslides, and extreme weather
patterns and temperatures that will render settlements
of old, uninhabitable for the

thousands years

foreseeable future.

The story of Thame was a microcosm of what went on
to occur in September 2024, where floods and
landslides of unprecedented intensity and devastation
were seen across Nepal. These disasters caused loss of
life, destruction to homes and communities, and wiped
NPR 46.68 billion (USD 345.3 million) from Nepal’s
economy. This was a weather system event that
engulfed most of the country in extreme impacts,
including loss of life and property on a scale that has
not been seen in living memory.

The vulnerabilities laid bare under these
circumstances desperately emphasize the
urgent need for a multi-sectoral, cross-
institutional push for preparedness, resilience,
and response.
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According to the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC), “the first Global
Stocktake (GST) recognized that the Paris Agreement
has driven near-universal progress on climate action,
however despite overall progress, the world is not on
track to meet the long-term temperature goal of the
Agreement, reach necessary levels of resilience and
mobilize and align necessary financial flows.” Nepal
submitted  its  second  Nationally  Determined
Contribution (NDC) on December 8, 2020, which has
strengthened the country’'s 2030 target in many
aspects, including transparency, more quantifiable
targets, sector coverage, and reference to a net zero
target. However, a critical reevaluation of mandate,
goal setfting, metrics, and inclusion is integral to the
effectiveness of future GSTs and NDCs.

Nepal, along with other LDCs, LLDCs, SIDS, and the
Global South, urgently needs climate finance for
adaptation, mitigation, and loss and damage. This
support must ensure the provision of funding,
technology transfer, and financial mechanisms that
empower the most vulnerable, including Indigenous
peoples and local communities (IPLCs), women, and
youth. These demographics represent citizens that are
most dependent on natural resources and bear the
highest climate burdens. In order to build resilience and
cope with loss and damage effectively, the
vulnerabilities of these people and communities need to
be prioritized by policy makers and development
institutions that are key stakeholders in the country’s
fight against climate change and its impacts.

COP29 provides a critical opportunity to fight for
climate justice and raise long-standing demands for
real solutions.

Dubbed the “Finance COP,” this iteration of the
historic climate change negotiation platform
will be a key arena to escalate our calls for
climate finance as part of the reparations
owed by the Global North due to their historical
and continuing responsibility for the climate
crisis.

Call to Action

* Rich and industrialized developed countries

must phase out fossil fuels immediately and
provide means of implementation for phase
out to LDCs and other developing countries
to support them for a just and equitable
transition to 100% renewable energy sources.

Fulfill the obligations to deliver adequate,
new, additional, non-debt creating, climate
finance for mitigation and just transition,
adaptation, and Loss and Damage as a part
of wider reparations owed to the Global
South from the Global North.

Climate Justice calls for at least USD 5
trillion per year in climate finance from
wealthy nations to the Global South. This
includes a minimum of USD 1 trillion annually
in public grants to cut emissions, adapt to
climate impacts, and pay for damages
already being felt.

We demand that the available financial
mechanisms, the Green Climate Fund (GCF),
the Global Environmental Facility (GEF), the
Least Developed Countries Fund (LDCF), and
the Adaptation Fund (AF) are duly accessible
for LDCs as much needed resources to
support climate action in LDCs.

Strengthen the newly operationalized Fund
for Responding to Loss and Damage (FRLD),
ensuring that it remains robust, directly
accessible, and centered on the needs of
LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS.
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